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Help! I’m an Accidental Government Information Librarian presents… 
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The Congressional Record has them all.  



What is the Congressional Record?  

Who kept track of Congressional proceedings and 

debates before the advent of the CR? 

How does the CR differ from or complement other 

Congressional publications? 

Where is it and how do I use it?  
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 Official record of the proceedings and debates of the U.S. Congress 

 Began publication in 1873 (43rd Congress) 

 

 



The CR includes… 

 The daily business of Congress 

 Introduction of bills 

 The text of bills as passed by a chamber 

 Roll call votes 

 Commentary on pending legislation and 

policy issues 

 Recognition of local luminaries and the 

passing along of letters, remarks, and 

petitions from constituents 

 

The CR does not include… 

 The text of hearings 

 The text of bills as introduced, reported 

or enrolled 

 Committee reports or prints, if these 

documents have already been printed 

separately 



Four sections: House, Senate, Extension of Remarks, and 

Daily Digest 

Two editions: Daily and Bound (Permanent) 



The Joint Committee on Printing shall control the arrangement and 

style of the Congressional Record, and while providing that it shall 

be substantially a verbatim report of proceedings, shall take all 

needed action for the reduction of unnecessary bulk. It shall 

provide for the publication of an index of the Congressional Record 

semimonthly during and at the close of sessions of Congress. 

 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/44/901 

 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/44/901
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/44/901




  



Annals of Congress  

(The Debates and Proceedings  

in the Congress of the United States) 

Register of Debates 

Congressional Globe 



1st Congress through 18th Congress, 1st Session (1789-1824) 

Compiled between 1834 and 1856, primarily from 

newspaper accounts 

Not verbatim 



18th Congress, 2nd Session through 25th Congress, 1st 

Session (1824-1837) 

Published contemporaneously with the proceedings 

Not verbatim, but a summary of the “leading debates and 

incidents” 



23rd Congress through 42nd Congress (1833-1873) 

Became the “semiofficial publication” of the Senate in 

1846; elevated to similar status by the House in 1850 

Became almost verbatim with the 32nd Congress (1851) 



http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.html 
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S. 4582, introduced on May 26, 1930 



Senate Journal – S.Jnl. 71-2 

 By Mr. GILLETT: 

A bill (S. 4582) to amend section 305 (a) of 

the tariff act of 1922, as amended, and 

sections 211, 245, and 312 of the Criminal 

Code, as amended; to the Committee on the 

Judiciary. 

 

Congressional Record – May 26, 1930 

 By Mr. GILLETT: 

A bill (S. 4582) to amend section 305 (a) of 

the tariff act of 1922, as amended, and 

sections 211, 245, and 312 of the Criminal 

Code, as amended; to the Committee on the 

Judiciary. 

 



Senate Journal – S.Jnl. 71-3 

 Memorials remonstrating against the 

enactment of Senate bill 4582, relative to 

birth control, were presented as follows: 

o By Mr. Robinson of Indiana: 

Memorials of Irvington Catholic 

Woman’s Study Club… 

Congressional Record –  

February 14, 1931 

 BIRTH CONTROL 

o Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. Mr. 

President, I have received letters 

from Mrs. R. Babcock, secretary of 

the Irvington Catholic Woman’s 

Study Club, 5012 University 

Avenue… 
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Extensive coverage, easy to search, but not free 

Easy to search, free, but scattered coverage 

Free, coverage back to 1994, but not the 

most user-friendly search functionality 
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http://scout.sunlightfoundation.com 





http://capitolwords.org 





 GPO/FDsys – daily edition, 1994-present; bound edition, 1999-2001 

 Congress.gov – daily edition, 1995-present 

 THOMAS – daily edition, 1989-present 

 Scattered volumes from Hathi Trust, Google Books, and the Internet Archive 

 ProQuest Congressional (subscription)– daily, 1985-present; bound (including 

predecessors), 1789-1999 

 Hein Online (subscription)– daily, 1980-present; bound (including predecessors), 1789-

2010 

 iPad/iPhone app 

 Sunlight Foundation: Scout and Capitol Words 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CREC
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CREC
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CREC
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CRECB
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CRECB
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=CRECB
http://beta.congress.gov/congressional-record
http://beta.congress.gov/congressional-record
http://beta.congress.gov/congressional-record
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/LegislativeData.php?n=Record
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/LegislativeData.php?n=Record
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/LegislativeData.php?n=Record
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-congressional-record/id492077075
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-congressional-record/id492077075
https://scout.sunlightfoundation.com/
http://capitolwords.org/


 United States Senate: Reporters of Debate and the Congressional Record 

 Law Librarians’ Society of Washington, DC: An Overview of the Congressional 

Record and Its Predecessor Publications: A Research Guide  

 Marc Anderson, Andrea Sevetson, and Diane Smith: What is the Congressional 

Record? 

 Elizabeth Gregory McPherson, “Reporting the Debates of Congress.” 

Quarterly Journal of Speech 28 (1942): 141-8.  

http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/briefing/Reporters_Debate_Congressional_Record.htm
http://www.llsdc.org/congressional-record-overview
http://www.llsdc.org/congressional-record-overview
http://cisupa.proquest.com/ksc_assets/congressional_record_permanent_digital_collection/pq_congrecordwhitepaper.pdf
http://cisupa.proquest.com/ksc_assets/congressional_record_permanent_digital_collection/pq_congrecordwhitepaper.pdf


 

Questions or comments? 

Melanie Maksin 

melanie.maksin@yale.edu 



 Session evaluation: http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval13 

 

 February 2014: Keeping up with Congress 

 March 2014: Doing legislative histories 

 Federal Register! Social Programs! BLS! And more! 

 

 

 Brought to you by the North Carolina Library Association’s 

Government Resources Section. Join us! 

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources   

http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval13
http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval13
http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval13
http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval13
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources

