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Help! I’m an Accidental Government Information Librarian





1. Where to Start: 
» Digest of Education Statistics
» National Center for Education Statistics

2. Where to Find School-Specific Data
3. Data for Researching Education

Today



Quick Win
The Digest of Education Statistics



http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/


http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/


Vague Research Topic:
The college experience of African-
American men.







http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_263.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_263.asp


http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_263.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_263.asp


http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_112.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_112.asp


http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_116.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_116.asp


http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_130.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d12/tables/dt12_130.asp


http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/

http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/






NCES
National Center for Education 
Statistics



• Early Childhood  
• Elementary/Secondary 
• Postsecondary
• Adult
• International
• Libraries 

Research Areas



http://nces.ed.gov/annuals/

http://nces.ed.gov/annuals/






http://nces.ed.gov/annuals/

http://nces.ed.gov/annuals/


http://nces.ed.gov/

http://nces.ed.gov/


http://nces.ed.gov/

http://nces.ed.gov/














Schools
Finding School-Specific Data



1. Public Elementary/Secondary : State 
Departments of Education

2. Postsecondary: Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS)

Where to Start:



http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/Programs/EROD/org_list.cfm?category_ID=SEA

http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/Programs/EROD/org_list.cfm?category_ID=SEA


http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/


http://www.ncpublicschools.org/data/reports/

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/data/reports/


http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/


http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/


Annual school-level data on: 
• Enrollments
• Program Completions
• Graduation Rates
• Financial Aid
• Faculty/Staff
• Finances

IPEDS

Placing College Graduation Rates in Context: How 4-
Year College Graduation Rates Vary With 
Selectivity and the Size of Low-Income Enrollment

Changes in Patterns of Prices and Financial Aid



http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/


http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/

http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/datacenter/








Surveys
Data for Researching Education





National Postsecondary Student Aid Study 
(NPSAS) and related studies:
» Baccalaureate and Beyond (B&B)
» Beginning Postsecondary Students 

Longitudinal Study (BPS) 

Postsecondary Data



Scope: Characteristics of students in postsecondary 
education (family circumstances, demographics, 
education and work experiences, and student 
expectations) with special focus on how they finance 
their education. 

Sample: Cross section of all postsecondary students
Data Sources: Institutional records, government databases, 

and student interviews

NPSAS

Profile of Undergraduates in U.S. Postsecondary 
Education Institutions: 2003-04

Trends in Undergraduate Borrowing II: Federal Student 
Loans in 1995-96, 1999-2000, and 2003-04



http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/about.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/about.asp


http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/about.asp

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/about.asp






• Cross-section:  NPSAS surveys a sample of 
all postsecondary students every few 
years.

• Longitudinal:  BPS & B&B  survey a cohort 
of students and follow up with every few 
years.

Survey Types



http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/

http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/


http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/

http://nces.ed.gov/datalab/






Postsecondary Data Program

Source: NCES Distance Learning Dataset Training



Elementary/Secondary Data 
Program

Source: NCES Distance Learning Dataset Training



Surveys: 
• Schools and Staffing Survey
• School Survey on Crime & Safety
• Private Schools Survey
Longitudinal Surveys:  
• Early Childhood Longitudinal Study
• High School & Beyond 
Assessment
• National Assessment of Educational Progress

Elementary/Secondary Data



Surveys: 
• Schools and Staffing Survey
• School Survey on Crime & Safety
• Private Schools Survey
Longitudinal Surveys:  
• Early Childhood Longitudinal Study
• High School & Beyond 
Assessment
• National Assessment of Educational Progress

Elementary/Secondary Data



Surveys: 
• Schools and Staffing Survey
• School Survey on Crime & Safety
• Private Schools Survey
Longitudinal Surveys:  
• Early Childhood Longitudinal Study
• High School & Beyond 
Assessment
• National Assessment of Educational Progress

Elementary/Secondary Data



http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/


http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/

http://www.nationsreportcard.gov/


Various cross-cross national studies to assess:
 reading literacy of 4th graders
 math and science for 4th and 8th graders
 reading, math and science of 15 year olds
 basic skills and competencies of adults

International Activities Program



http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/international/

http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/international/


Takeaway

*List of State-level Departments of Education:  http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/Programs/EROD/org_list.cfm?category_ID=SEA

http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/Programs/EROD/org_list.cfm?category_ID=SEA


http://nces.ed.gov/bibliography/

http://nces.ed.gov/bibliography/


http://nces.ed.gov/bibliography/

http://nces.ed.gov/bibliography/


http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011609

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011609


http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011609

http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2011609


Katharin Peter
kpeter@usc.edu

Thank You

mailto:kpeter@usc.edu
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