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Objectives 

• Introduction to Census and 
American Community Survey  

• Approaches for navigating 
American FactFinder 



Research Questions 

What languages do the people in 
my community speak at home? 



Research Questions 

What are the top occupations of 
first-generation Americans? 

 



Research Questions 

How has the area around the 
Staples Center in Los Angeles 
been affected by its 
development and expansion?  

 



Research Questions 

 

Key: Census data allow us to 
describe a population or place at a 
specific time. 



272,993 



 

Source: http://www.socialexplorer.com/  

http://www.socialexplorer.com/
http://www.socialexplorer.com/


Decennial Census 
U.S. Census Bureau & the 

Article 1, Section 2 



Census 2010 
“10 Questions in 10 Minutes”  

Source: http://www.census.gov/2010census/about/interactive-form.php 

http://www.census.gov/2010census/about/interactive-form.php
http://www.census.gov/2010census/about/interactive-form.php
http://www.census.gov/2010census/about/interactive-form.php


 

Source: http://www.socialexplorer.com/  

http://www.socialexplorer.com/
http://www.socialexplorer.com/


Population vs. Sample 
Source: 1940 Census 



• The American Community Survey 
(ACS) is a nationwide, continuous 
survey of social, economic & housing 
characteristics 

     

   Key: More timely data but limitations 

  



Social Characteristics 

• Education 

• Marital Status 

• Veterans 

• Place of Birth 

• Citizenship 

• Year of Entry to U.S. 

• Language Spoken at Home 

• Grandparent Caregivers 

American Community Survey 



Economic Characteristics 

• Income 

• Benefits 

• Employment Status 

• Occupation 

• Industry 

• Commuting to Work 

• Place of Work 

American Community Survey 



Housing Characteristics 

• Tenure 

• Occupancy & Structure 

• Housing Value 

• Taxes & Insurance 

• Utilities 

• Mortgage & Monthly Rent 

American Community Survey 



Demographics 

• Sex 

• Age 

• Race 

• Hispanic Origin 

American Community Survey 



ACS Estimates 

• The ACS is continuously given to a sample of the 
population.  

• Statistics calculated from the ACS are considered 
estimates and include a margin of error.   

• The Census Bureau claims a confidence interval of 90% 
for the ACS estimates.   



Margin of Errors 



Multi-Year Estimates 
Source: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/estimates/  

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/estimates/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/estimates/


Source: http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11_5YR/B25002/8600000US90027  

http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11_5YR/B25002/8600000US90027
http://factfinder2.census.gov/bkmk/table/1.0/en/ACS/11_5YR/B25002/8600000US90027


Census Geographies 
Source: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/geography/  

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/geography/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/geography/


American FactFinder 
Access: http://factfinder2.census.gov/  

http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/




American FactFinder 

 



But wait… 

Source: U.S. National Archives, Local Identifier: 412-DA-13597 
http://research.archives.gov/description/556049  

http://research.archives.gov/description/556049
http://research.archives.gov/description/556049


Questions, Boundaries & Timeframe  

2000 Census 

2013 ACS 

Making Comparisons 



Race & Ethnicity 
Understanding Measurement of 



Selecting Geographies 
Census Data is Spatial Data 

Source: SimplyMap 



Selecting Geographies 
Census Data is Spatial Data 

Source: SimplyMap 



Selecting Geographies 
Census Data is Spatial Data 

Source: Google Maps 



Digging Into the Data 

• American Community Survey 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/ 

• 2010 Census                

http://www.census.gov/2010census/ 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
http://www.census.gov/2010census/
http://www.census.gov/2010census/


Beyond the Census Bureau 

• Social Explorer Interactive mapping database that can be 
used to view current and historical Census and ACS data 
in map or table (“report”) format.  Available by 
subscription and with limited data freely available.  
http://www.socialexplorer.com   

• National Historical Geographic Information System 
(NHGIS)  Aggregate census data and GIS-compatible 
boundary files for the United States, 1790 to present:  
https://www.nhgis.org/   

• IPUMS-USA  Public-use Census and ACS microdata:  
http://usa.ipums.org/usa/ 

http://www.socialexplorer.com/
https://www.nhgis.org/
http://usa.ipums.org/usa/


NCLA GRS Webinars 

 

 

 August 7: Congressional research with Rosalind Tedford 

 

 

Archived & Upcoming  

 

 

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-
im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars  

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources/help-im-accidental-government-information-librarian-webinars


Thank You!  Questions? 

Katharin Peter 

Social Sciences Data Librarian 

University of Southern California 

kpeter@usc.edu  
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