
N E W  F U N C T I O N A L I T Y—B U T  S O M E  Q U I R K S  

The New American FactFinder 
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Good Things 

 Have to know less to find data 

 Table manipulation available online 

 Can now map any (single) variable 
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Drawbacks 

 Have to know less to get data 

 Quirky! 

 Interface not intuitive 
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Quirky Thing about the Results List 
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 Select and Download from this page if you need to 
pull multiple tables 

 Limit of **10 tables** at a time (I’ve asked for an increase in 
that limit but was told it’s a performance issue and anyone 
wanting more than ten should use the FTP download) 

 Click View if you want to manipulate online 
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N O W  W H A T ?  
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Your carpool is leaving 
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Notes 
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 You can search for the technical documentation as 
well as topics in the Quick Start box on the Main 
page or in the “Search within Results for...” box on 
the Search page, but be sure you don’t have other 
geographies or topics selected.  You can also link to 
technical documentation from the i links in the 
Results list. 

 

 There is a 250-geography limit on what you pull at 
once from AFF but a set like, “all blocks in a place” 
will count as one geography 

 

 



Other Issues/Enhancements 
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 SLOW!  Known issue – they’re working on it 

 

 In early 2012, plan to add the ability to do basic 
calculations within the table, e.g., calculate 
percentages 



Glossary 
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 AFF – American FactFinder 

 .csv format – comma separated format; readable by 
many spreadsheet and statistical analysis softwares, 
including Excel 



Other Resources 

Hayslett                                                                                                                                                                   
GRS webinar, June 9, 2011 

 Reference maps 

 ACS - 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/refere
nce_maps/ 

 Decennial – 
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/CP_MapProducts.ht
m#refmapdesc 

 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/reference_maps/
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/reference_maps/
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/CP_MapProducts.htm#refmapdesc
http://www.census.gov/geo/www/maps/CP_MapProducts.htm#refmapdesc


For anyone who integrates Census data into GIS 
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 In the old AFF, the Excel file download had the 
concatenated FIPS and the .csv file did not.   In the 
new AFF, the Excel file format is “presentation-
ready” so GIS users should download the .csv file 
which in the new AFF has the concatenated FIPS 
codes. 



GIS users (courtesy of our GIS librarian) 

Hayslett                                                                                                                                                                   GRS webinar, June 9, 2011 

“legacy” format - to bring this data into ArcGIS you had to 
delete row 2 shown in blue but that was it. 



GIS users (courtesy of our GIS librarian) 
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New AFF:  you have to 
move the yellow cells A5, 
B5 and C5, up to the 
header row, specifically 
cells A1, B1, and C1, and 
then delete rows 2-5 shown 
in blue 

“Then I usually recommend 
to people that they create a 
file geodatabase and import 
the tables so they can 
specify the FIPS field as 
text. ” 



Glossary for GIS 
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 FIPS code - a numeric identifier that many folks use to join 
numeric data into GIS files, and there’s a separate code for 
each level of geography, e.g. 037 is the state of North Carolina, 
001 is Alamance County.   

 

 Concatenated FIPS - FIPS codes can repeat across the 
country—there’s probably a 001 county in every state.  So you 
have to have the full FIPS code to identify a given geography 
uniquely:  037001 for Alamance, NC instead of the separate 
codes for state and county.  Putting the codes together like 
that is concatenating, where you preserve leading zeroes and 
insert no spaces.  (And the leading zero is important!) 

 

 GIS – Geographic Information System; thematic mapping 



Exercise to Try on Your Own 
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 Pull a table for all counties in your state that shows 
veterans by sex and age.   
 Tips:  “Veteran” is a word that describes people.  Look for a P table.  

The most recent data for this will be from 2000. 

 

 See if you can figure out how to apply a filter to find 
counties with similar numbers of female veterans as your 
county.  Remember you need to transpose rows and 
columns to get the filter tool. 

 

 Click the Back to Search button at the top of the page and 
change your geography from all counties to your city. 

 

 



“Answer” – at least for my location 
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 Veterans is a sub-topic under People.  After selecting 
that category, I Searched Within Results for age and 
sex.  Table P039 has what I want.  I add the 
geography filter for all NC counties. 

 I click to View the table, click Modify Table and 
Transpose Rows & Columns.  I see that Orange 
County has just over 50,000 female veterans, so I 
click on the filter icon for the Female column and set 
the Between filter at 50,000 to 51,000.  Cabarrus, 
Orange, Randolph and Rowan have similar 
populations of female veterans. 



“Answer” – continued 
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 I click on the Back to Search button.  I click on the 
orange X next to All Counties Within North Carolina.  
I click on the Geography link and in the pop-up 
window, click on City or Town on the left to limit to 
that geographic level and then search for my town, 
Chapel Hill, in the search box.  I Add it to my 
selections and close the pop-up window.  My 
selection of the veterans table was wiped out so I re-
selected Table P039 and click view.  The data are not 
there.  I’m thinking this is an issue with what data 
have been loaded to this point but I’m not sure! 


