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Why Is There More Interest? 

• Genealogists are increasing  in number and fervor due to the 
Internet, with products such as Ancestry.com and TV shows, 
such as NBC’s Who Do You Think You Are? 

 

• Many people are currently unemployed and have free time 
to spend on personal interests.  Genealogy can be a very 
inexpensive hobby. 

 

• People are finding relatives with social networking, such as 
Facebook.com.  The ability to find family members and 
easily share information and photos peaks people’s interest 
to search deeper. 



Who Do You Think They Are? 

 

• Casual Researcher 

 

Versus 

 

• Avid Researcher 



Basic Genealogy 101 

1. Start with yourself and work backwards. 

 

2. Follow each generation and be leery of making an 
assumption.  If you guess wrong, you will climb the wrong 
family tree and waste lots of research time.  There are a 
few exceptions. 

 

3.    Keep accurate notes on the various families and document 
what and where you find information. Society and 
organizational  homepages will usually tell the 
requirements for membership and documentation. 



Daughters of the American Revolution 
http://dar.org/ 



Basic Research Tools and Tips 
• Gather and organize the materials. 

 

• Decide who or what line(s) will be traced. Making a 
chart will help. 

 

• Ask relatives for stories, photographs and records. 

 

• Check with relatives for a family Bible. 

 

• Visit or go online to see cemeteries where family 
members are buried.       

 



http://www.findagrave.com/ 

http://www.findagrave.com/


Genealogists Care Most About… 

• Census Records 
• Court Records 

• Vital Records 

• Immigration 

• Land Records 

• Military Records 

• Native American Records 

• Maps 

• Images 

• Miscellaneous Resources 

 



A. Getting Started –  
Census Records 

   Federal law requires that a census is 

taken every ten years.  The first U.S. 
census was taken in 1790 and all years 
thereafter ending in zero.   They are 
released to the public after 72 years. 

    

      

     England, Scotland and Wales have 
historically taken their censuses in 
years ending in one. 

 

 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
Native American Records 
Maps 
Images 
Miscellaneous Resources 



1790-1840 Federal Census 

 

• only lists the head of household. 

 

• only gives the number of people by 

– gender 

– age group 

– categories 

– counties  

 



1790 Federal Census 
New Hanover Co., NC 



Cropped View of 1790 Federal Census 
New Hanover Co., NC 



1850 Federal Census 

• everyone is listed 

 

• gives a place of birth 

 

• asks the value of personal real estate  (if the 
answer is positive, then this may lead the 
researcher to deed records) 

 



1870 Federal Census 

 

 

• lists the birthplace of the individual 

    and birthplace of their parents   

 



1880 Federal Census 

• records the relationship of an individual to 
the head of household, such as ----- 

– wife  

– son  

– mother-in-law, 

– niece 

– boarder  

 



1890 Federal Census 

• The 1890 census was mostly destroyed by a fire in the 1920s 
in Washington, D.C.  

 

• North Carolina was fortunate to be one of the 10 states and 
D.C. to have any remaining pages.  A few pages of Gaston 
and Cleveland Counties survive. 

 

• A substitute census has been made from Civil War veteran 
records.  However, this is a limited population and mostly 
records those who served in the Union Army.      

 

 



1900 Federal Census  

• asks the month and year of a person’s birth 
 
• asks the number of years married 
 
• asks the year of immigration 
 
• asks the number of years in the U.S. 
 
• asks if the person is a naturalized citizen  

 



1910 Federal Census 

• asks women how many children they have 
had and how many are still living 

 

• asks about citizenship 

 

• asks if they were in the military during the 
Civil War, which can lead a researcher to 
military records  

 



1920 Federal Census 

 

• asks about citizenship 

 

• asks their native tongue, which may of 
particular help to people who are researching 
the vast amount of immigrants who came to 
the U. S. just prior to and immediately after 
World War I. 

 



1930 Federal Census 

 

• asks the age at their first marriage 

 

• asks about citizenship 

 

• asks if the person was in the military and 
specifically which war 

 



1940 Federal Census 
  
• will be released by the National Archives on 4/1/2012  

 
• asks the highest grade of education completed 
 
• asks about citizenship 
 
• asks where the person resided on 4/1/1935 
 
• asks lot of employment questions, such as work for the CCC or WPA and 

number of weeks worked, seeking work, unemployment, etc.  
  
• asks veteran status questions 
 
• asks questions about women who have ever been married-how many 

times married, age at first marriage, and number of children ever born 
 



B. Sources for Getting Census Records 
• HeritageQuest.com –free through your library’s website, using your 

library card; years not indexed are searchable under the “Browse” 
section 

 

• Ancestry.com  (home edition) 

 

• Ancestry.com Library Edition 

 

• Many libraries that have census microfilm and readers 

 

• Some Church of Latter Day Saints Family History Centers (FHC) 

 

• National Archives  



 
HeritageQuest.com 

 



HeritageQuest.com 
Basic Search 



HeritageQuest.com 
Advanced Search 

 



C. Additional Schedules 

• Mortality Schedules – between 1850-1880 (NC participated in all 4 
census)   

 It is available on Ancestry.com under the U. S. Census section.   The National 
Archives and the NC State Archives have it on microfilm.  

 

• Agricultural Schedules – microfilm / National Archives and NC Dept. of 
Archives 

 

• Industry Schedules - microfilm / National Archives and NC Dept. of 
Archives 

 

• Slave Schedules – microfilm / National and NC State Archives &  
Ancestry.com. 

 1850 (16 states & includes New Jersey)  
       1860 

 



Sample Mortality Schedule 
1860 Granville Co., NC, p. 4 



Cropped View of Mortality Schedule 



1860 Agricultural Schedule 
Charlotte, Mecklenburg Co., NC 



Cropped View of Agricultural 
Schedule 



1860 Industry Schedule 
Graham,  Alamance Co., NC  



Cropped View of Industry Schedule 



1860 Slave Schedule 
Fayetteville, Cumberland Co., NC 



Cropped View of 1860 Slave Schedule 



D. State Censuses  

  

    North Carolina Governor Alexander Martin 
ordered one in 1784.  The list did not include 
Native Americans, and the lists for all counties 
did not survive or were never done.  The lists 
were to be given to the courts and then sent 
to the governor.    



State Census of NC 1784-1787  
by Mrs. Alvaretta Kenan Register, Genealogical Pub. Co., 1973 



E. Territorial Censuses  

  

 They were taken to count individuals living in 
territories, such as Oklahoma, Oregon and 
Utah, before statehood.  They are federal 
documents and have been reproduced on 
microfilm, on CDs and in books. 

 



Oklahoma Territory 1890 Census 



Cropped View of  
Oklahoma Territory Census 1890 



Court Records 
 

• Wills – Courthouses &  microfilm from the NC State Archives 
 

 
• Probate – Courthouses &  microfilm from the NC State Archives 

 
 
• Estate - Courthouses &  microfilm from the NC State Archives 

 
 
• Criminal – various depending on time, location and type of crime; also check newspapers 

 
 
• Land – Register of Deeds 

 
 
• Civil – Courthouses &  microfilm from the NC State Archives 

 
 
• Adoption – Court Records and sometimes Social Services 

 
 
• Divorce – Civil Court Records & microfilm from the NC State Archives- 
             earliest ones may only be in newspapers when records do not survive 

 
 
• Lunacy - Courthouses &  microfilm from the NC State Archives; census records 
              may show them are inmates of an asylum 
 
 
• Apprentice / Orphan / Ward of the Court- Courthouses & 
              microfilm from the NC State Archives 

 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
Native American Records 
Maps 
Images 
Miscellaneous Resources 



Types and Placement of Records 

 

• Understand the geographical division of 
records.  

 

• Learn the politics and history of records.  



The Handybook for Genealogists  
by Everton 



The Source, A Guidebook to American Genealogy 



Vital Records 
Birth, Death, Marriage & Military (?) 

• Register of Deeds 
  
• Health Department  
 
• Judges  & Courts 
 
• State Archives 
 
• Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
Native American Records 
Maps 
Images 
Miscellaneous Resources 



Immigration 
 

• Check for dates and places on the Federal Census 
 Records for 1900-1930. 
 
• Various courthouse records have naturalizations 
  prior to 1906 
 
• U. S. Customs Passenger Lists (1820-c. 1891) at the 
 National Archives 
 (Ancestry.com has records covering 1725-1925) 
 
• Ellis Island  -  http://www.ellisisland.org/ 
 
• Passport Documents – Ancestry.com Library Edition 
 
• Border Crossings – National Archives and Ancestry.com 
 
• Various Passenger Lists - http://immigrantships.net/ 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
Native American 
Records 
Maps 
Images 
Miscellaneous 
Resources 

http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://immigrantships.net/


Land Records 

• Department of the Interior,  
      Bureau of Land Management 

      http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/  

                        

 
• Register of Deeds Offices 
 
 
• Mecklenburg County 

 
  http://www.meckrodindex.com/oldindexsearch.php 

      
      
 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
Native American 
Records 
Maps 
Images 
Miscellaneous 
Resources 

http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/
http://www.meckrodindex.com/oldindexsearch.php


Bureau of Land Management  
1840 Land Patent in Mississippi  



Early Mississippi Land Survey Plat 



Military Records 
 • National Archives in Washington, D.C.  -  

Revolutionary War to 1912 

 
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/ 
                 
                

• National Military Personnel  
Records Center (NPRC) in   
St. Louis, MO – WW I to the Present 

 
 http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/ 
 
 
For any war, download Standard Form 180 
 

 

 
 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
Native American Records 
Maps 
Images 
Miscellaneous Resources 

http://www.archives.gov/veterans/
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel/


Standard Form 180 



Standard Form 180 Addresses 



Selected Revolutionary War Era  
Pension and Bounty Land Application Files – 

HeritageQuest.com 



U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs 
Nationwide Gravesite Locator  

 

http://www.cem.va.gov/ 

 

http://www.cem.va.gov/
http://www.cem.va.gov/
http://www.cem.va.gov/


Native American Records 
 

 
• Census Records for Reservations 

 
• Ancestry.com. Library Edition 
 
• U. S. Dept. of the Interior, 
     Bureau of Indian Affairs 
      http://www.bia.gov/FOIA/Genealogy/index.htm 

 

• Tribal Websites –  
    1/16th Cherokee from someone listed on the 1924 Baker Roll 

 
 

 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
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Maps 
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Catawba Indian Reservation  
1900 Census 



U.S. Dept. of the Interior,  
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

 
 

 

• http://www.bia.gov/FOIA/Genealogy/index.htm  

    

 

 

 

 

 

• http://www.bia.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/text/idc-002619.pdf 

 

http://www.bia.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/text/idc-002619.pdf
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Maps 
 

• North Carolina State Archives 
 http://www.archives.ncdcr.gov/maps.htm    

 

• University of North Carolina 
  http://www.lib.unc.edu/dc/ncmaps/ 

 

• University of Georgia 
http://www.libs.uga.edu/hargrett/maps/index.html 

 

• Library of Congress American Memory  
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ListSome.php?category=Maps 

 

• Topographic maps and various County Maps 
 

• Census Records 
• Court Records 
• Vital Records 

• Immigration 
• Land Records 
• Military Records 
• Native American 

Records 

• Maps 
• Images 
• Miscellaneous 

Resources 

 

http://www.archives.ncdcr.gov/maps.htm
http://www.lib.unc.edu/dc/ncmaps/
http://www.libs.uga.edu/hargrett/maps/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/browse/ListSome.php?category=Maps


 
 
 

Panoramic View of Winston-Salem, NC 
1891 

  
Library of Congress American Memory 

 http://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/guides.html 



1911 Mecklenburg Co., NC Map 
Board of Education & County Commissioners 



Images 
 

Library of Congress American Memory   

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html 

 

 
• Census Records 

• Court Records 

• Vital Records 

• Immigration 

• Land Records 

• Military Records 

• Native American Records 

• Maps 

• Images 

• Miscellaneous Resources 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html


1838 Chapel Hill 
Church Program  

American Memory Documents Collection 



1934 McIntyre Family Farm 
Site of Rev. War Skirmish in Mecklenburg Co., NC 

 American Memory Documents Collection 



Miscellaneous Resources  

• Ancestry.com ($) 

• Cyndislists.com 

• Familysearch.org 

• Footnote.com ($) 

• HeritageQuest.com ($) 
          (free with library card going through library website) 

• rootsweb.com 

• usgenweb.com 

 

Census Records 
Court Records 
Vital Records 
Immigration 
Land Records 
Military Records 
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Maps 
Images 

Miscellaneous 
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Contact Information 

Jane Johnson 

Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room 

Charlotte Mecklenburg Library 

310 N. Tryon 

Charlotte, NC 28202 

 

704-416-0150 

jjohnson@cmlibrary.org 


