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History / Background 

             The “Quasi-Federal” nature of Europe today. 
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Two principal inter-governmental organizations for modern Europe  

Council of Europe           1949  Strasbourg, France. 

European Communities             1945 

European Economic 

Community 

             

            1958 

 

European Union 

            

           1993 
Brussels, Belgium. 

(Commission, Council 

of Ministers, 

Parliament). 

 

Luxembourg 

(European Court of 

Justice). 



History / Background 

              

                                                   Euler diagram of supranational European Bodies 

Source: Wikimedia Commons, author “Wdcf.” 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/Supranational_European_Bodies.png  

Reproduced in accordance with Creative Commons 3.0 license. 



So, as an English librarian, which structures do I need to consider when looking for governmental 

and legal sources….? 

               Council of Europe European Union 

European Court of Justice                European Court of Human Rights 



Government documents and statistics                 

http://europa.eu 

http://europa.eu/
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Government documents and statistics                 

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/p

roduct_details/publication?p_product_code=KS-HA-

11-001 

Eurostat Regional Yearbook 
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Government documents and statistics                 

www.coe.int/ 

http://www.coe.int/
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Government documents and statistics                 

OPACS for locating European documents 

             

http://copac.ac.uk/ 

http://explore.bl.uk/ 

http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/

portal/en/index.html 

http://copac.ac.uk/
explore.bl.uk/
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html
http://search.theeuropeanlibrary.org/portal/en/index.html


Government documents and statistics                 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/ 
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Government documents and statistics                 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmhansrd.htm 

Hansard. Current… 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmhansrd.htm
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http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/ 

Hansard….and historical (1803 – 2005) 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/
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Government documents and statistics                 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 

United Kingdom Government Documents – historical 
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Government documents and statistics                 

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/ldu/projects.html 

United Kingdom Government Documents – historical 

BOPCRIS (University of Southampton)  

http://www.southampton.ac.uk/library/ldu/projects.html


Government documents and statistics                 

http://data.gov.uk/data 
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 
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Government documents and statistics                 

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/ 

Ordnance Survey – maps & GIS for the United Kingdom. 

http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/


Legal resources: Constitutional documents and legislation – European Union                 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/ 

Treaties: EUROPA 

Legislation: EUR-Lex 
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Legal resources: Case Law – European Union  - European Court of Justice               

InfoCuria 

http://curia.europa.eu/ 
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http://curia.europa.eu/


Legal resources:  Council of Europe – Treaty Office 

http://www.conventions.coe.int/?pg=/treaty/default_fr.asp&nd=&lg=en/ 

http://www.conventions.coe.int/?pg=/treaty/default_fr.asp&nd=&lg=en
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Legal resources:  Council of Europe – European Court of Human Rights – 

HUDOC database 

http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/EN/hudoc 

http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/EN/hudoc
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Legal resources: UK Legislation               

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/


Legal resources: UK Case Law              

http://www.bailii.org/ 

http://www.bailii.org/


Some useful print resources and pathfinders:  

http://www.worldcat.org/

oclc/45291505 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/index.

html 

http://www.worldcat.org/

oclc/49942483 
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                                      Questions?  

Contact:    hscarrier@valdosta.edu    http://mypages.valdosta.edu/hscarrier/   

     Source: “Private Eye” magazine. http://www.private-eye.co.uk/ 

http://www.private-eye.co.uk/
http://www.private-eye.co.uk/
http://www.private-eye.co.uk/


Session Evaluation 
 

http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval14 

 

Please fill out our survey and let us know what 

you think! 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NCLAGRSTHEBASICS


Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars 

 

• March 8: Help! I'm an Accidental International Government 

Information Librarian: The Basics, and a Bit Beyond with Jim 

Church 

• March 29: American Community Survey with Michele 

Hayslett 

 

 

• Brought to you by the North Carolina Library Association’s 

Government Resources Section. Join us! 

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources   
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