
Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars 

• May 20: Government Financial Tools 

• June TBD: Legal research 

• August TBD: Using data in instruction 

• September TBD: Trade data 

• October TBD: Foreign affairs research 

• November TBD: UN data 

• December TBD: The Serial Set 

 

• Brought to you by the North Carolina Library Association’s 

Government Resources Section. Join us! 

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources   
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Finding Government Data on the 
Environment 
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Overview 

 

1. Interactive Tools (e.g. maps) 

2. Finding & Downloading Datasets 

3. Searching the Scholarly Literature 

4. On Campus & Curriculum Ideas 

 

If time allows (or on your own) ... 

 

Appendix I:  A Few Global Sources 

Appendix II:  Additional U.S. Resources 



Interactive Tools (e.g. maps) 



Envirofacts Data Warehouse 







Trying Searching by Program (under Envirofacts) 



Add Data --> Add Supplementary Layers -->  Places --> 



Add Data --> Add Supplementary Layers -->  Places --> Add Schools 



Add Data --> Add Supplementary Layers -->  Water Features --> Impaired Waterbodies 





At Left, Add:  Hazardous Waste Sites to Map 

So, why does EPA collect data from Kelly Motors?  And, what kind of data do they collect? 





Hazardous Waste 

“generators, transporters, treaters, storers, and disposers of hazardous waste” 



ECHO:  http://echo.epa.gov/ 
 

http://echo.epa.gov/


ECHO -- Search by Zip Code:  14510 



ECHO:  Scroll down to Find Reports 







EPA:  MyEnvironment 



Monroe County 

Los Angeles County 



Monroe County 

Los Angeles County 

Toxic Releases:  188 
Ozone:  87.4 
Particulates 2.5: 11.8 
Nitrogen Dioxide:  0 

Toxic Releases:  2017 
Ozone:  30% 
Particulates 2.5:  38.3 
Nitrogen Oxide:  31.7 

Historical Data 



Monroe County (Rochester, NY) 

Los Angeles County 

Total Risk Per Million:  44 
Formaldehyde:  33.41% 
Benzene:  21.24% 

Total Risk Per Million:  109 
Formaldehyde:  50.54 
Benzene:  11.54 

 
 

About Benzine: 
(from the CDC) 

 
• Outdoor air 

contains low levels 
of benzene from 
tobacco smoke, gas 
stations, motor 
vehicle exhaust, 
and industrial 
emissions.   
 
 

• Benzene can cause 
bone marrow not to 
produce enough 
red blood cells, 
which can lead to 
anemia. Also, it can 
damage the 
immune system. 

 
 







Finding & Downloading Datasets 



EnviroMapper Data Download 



Envirofacts 





2013 Toxic Release Where You Live 



Envirofacts EZ Query:  Create Your Own Table in Three Steps 



EZ Query Step One 



http://oaspub.epa.gov/enviro/ez_frs_column.list?table_name=D_EF_FAC.V_FRS_FACILITY_SITE_GEO 

EZ Query Step Two 

A long list of 
variables.  
And, at the 
bottom of 
the list (see 
next slide), 
several ozone 
and 
particulate 
variables. 



EZ Query Step Two:  Continued 
(End of the list, showing several environment-relevant variables) 



EZ Query  Step Three 

I chose “Output to CSV File” 



Maximum Result List of 100,000 rows 



EZ Query  Step Three:  
Narrowed Search By Zip Code 



No data in 
field of 
Particulates 
for 2006 for 
this zipcode 

Results in CSV 



Here’s the one 
we tried 

EnviroFacts:  Customized Searches For Air, Water, Toxics, Etc. 



EnviroFacts:  Scroll Down for Descriptions of Each Data Source 



Data Finder (By Agency) 

Some of 
these links 
didn’t work 
for me. 

 



data.gov 



Data.Gov:  Ecosystems 



USGS:  Biodiversity 

For more info, try: 
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB%20Resources/BMSB-
IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf  

http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf
http://neipm.cce.cornell.edu/neipm/assets/File/BMSB Resources/BMSB-IWG-Jun-2014/Bugs-and-BISON.pdf


Global Biodiversity Info Facility (GBIF).org 



data.gov 



Data.Gov:  Energy 



Data.Gov:  Energy – Data Catalog 



Searching the Scholarly Literature 



Searching the Scholarly Literature:  A Useful Way to Find Data 



Searching the Scholarly Literature:   
An Example from “Does Size Matter? Scaling of CO2 Emissions and U.S. Urban Areas. 

Project Vulcan:  
Hosted on ASU’s 
website, and 
funded by NASA 
and DOE 



Searching the Scholarly Literature:  
An Example from Google Scholar  
 

Let’s try 
this one 



Bibliography From:   
“Meeting an 80% Reduction in Greenhouse Gas …” 







On Campus & Curriculum Ideas 















Appendix I: 
A Few Global Resources 



http://www.wri.org/ 



WRI:  26 Data Visualization Tools 







Blue:  Low   Yellow:  Medium  Red:  High  Dark Red:  Very High   Black:  Critical 







China 
IPE:  Institute of Public and Environmental Affairs 
 



China Map from IPE:   
 
Institute of Public 
and Environmental 
Affairs, in Beijing 
 





Four interactive maps available from  
the European Environment Agency 



Nitrates in Rivers 



Datasets from EEA 



Appendix II:   
Additional U.S. Resources 









http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm 




