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Abstract: 

 

 

Working with legal materials can be daunting for undergraduate students. Working with 

legal materials from a foreign jurisdiction adds an additional level of complexity and 

unfamiliarity. However, interdisciplinary approaches within advanced undergraduate 

classes may require students to find and evaluate sources of law from outside of U.S. 

jurisdictions.  

 

This webinar considers two such examples drawn from upperclassmen level classes 

recently taught at Valdosta State University: a history class requiring the use of 

historical English capital statutes, and a communications class focusing upon 

comparative media law. The webinar will discuss sources of law for the purposes of 

these classes, in addition to strategies for effective information literacy instruction that 

were attempted. 



Image source: Imperial War Museum, London. 



Historical Legal Research                                           Contemporary Legal Research 

Image source: Wikimedia Commons. 



HIST 3000 

 

 

 Students required to write a “biography” of an English capital 

statute, which could form the basis of a Wikipedia article. 

 

 Paper should include the legislative history of the statute; a 

consideration of cases decided under the statute; any subsequent 

repeal or amendment of the statute. 

 



The statutes at large from the Magna Charta, to the end of the eleventh Parliament of Great 

Britain, anno 1761 [continued to 1806]. By Danby Pickering. 

 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/statutes-at-large-from-the-magna-charta-to-the-end-of-the-eleventh-parliament-of-great-britain-anno-1761-continued-to-1806-by-danby-pickering/oclc/4814784&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/statutes-at-large-from-the-magna-charta-to-the-end-of-the-eleventh-parliament-of-great-britain-anno-1761-continued-to-1806-by-danby-pickering/oclc/4814784&referer=brief_results


HIST 3000:  

 

Library Instruction. 

 

Finding a comparable example for the class that the students would (hopefully) find 

interesting, in order to demonstrate the research process. 

 

 





Image source: U.K. National Archives. 



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/


Legislative History 

http://www.history.ac.uk/ 

http://www.history.ac.uk/


Legislative History 

http://www.history.ac.uk/projects/digital/history-parliament-online 

http://www.history.ac.uk/projects/digital/history-parliament-online
http://www.history.ac.uk/projects/digital/history-parliament-online
http://www.history.ac.uk/projects/digital/history-parliament-online
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Legislative History 

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/


Legislative History 

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/committees/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/committees/


Legislative History 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/ 

http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/


Legislative History 



Legislative History 



Legislative History 



Legislative History 



Legislative History 



Relevant Case Law 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/ 

http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/


Relevant Case Law 



Student example 

Image source: Wikimedia Commons. 



The statutes at large from the Magna Charta, to the end of the eleventh Parliament of Great 

Britain, anno 1761 [continued to 1806]. By Danby Pickering. 

 

Student example 

http://www.worldcat.org/title/statutes-at-large-from-the-magna-charta-to-the-end-of-the-eleventh-parliament-of-great-britain-anno-1761-continued-to-1806-by-danby-pickering/oclc/4814784&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/statutes-at-large-from-the-magna-charta-to-the-end-of-the-eleventh-parliament-of-great-britain-anno-1761-continued-to-1806-by-danby-pickering/oclc/4814784&referer=brief_results


Student example 



Student example 

Short Titles Act, 1892 (also see subsequent 1896 legislation) 

https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=Hd8uAAAAIAAJ&rdid=book-Hd8uAAAAIAAJ&rdot=1


Student example 

Legislative history: as per Oscar Wilde example 



Student example 

Case Law 



Student example 

Case Law 

Current Law Case Citator – coverage commences 

in 1947.  

Halsbury’s  

http://www.worldcat.org/title/current-law-case-citator/oclc/184817213&referer=brief_results
http://www.worldcat.org/title/current-law-case-citator/oclc/184817213&referer=brief_results
http://www.wildy.com/isbn/9780406047762/halsbury-s-laws-of-england


Student example 

Case Law 

http://www.bailii.org/ 

http://www.bailii.org/


Student example 

Case Law 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/blackstone.asp 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/blackstone.asp


Student example – Case Law 

http://www.capitalpunishmentuk.org/index18.html 

http://www.capitalpunishmentuk.org/index18.html


Student example – Case Law 

Woolrych, H. (1832) The history and results of the present capital punishments in 

England: to which are added, full tables of convictions, executions, &c 

http://books.google.com/books/about/The_history_and_results_of_the_present_c.html?id=dAsLAQAAIAAJ
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_history_and_results_of_the_present_c.html?id=dAsLAQAAIAAJ
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Student example – Case Law 

                  http://gilfind.valdosta.edu/vufind/Record/262570 

http://gilfind.valdosta.edu/vufind/Record/262570
http://gilfind.valdosta.edu/vufind/Record/262570


Student example – Case Law 

               http://gilfind.valdosta.edu/vufind/Record/124022 

http://gilfind.valdosta.edu/vufind/Record/124022
http://gilfind.valdosta.edu/vufind/Record/124022


Historical Legal Research                                           Contemporary Legal Research 

Image source: Wikimedia Commons. 



COMM 7000 (Media Law) 

 

 Students tasked with researching a media law topic, determining how this issue is dealt 

with in a U.S. jurisdiction and comparing this with a jurisdiction from outside of the 

United States.  

 



Student example: 

 

 
Mr. Howard, 

 

I spoke with Dr. XXXX and she said that my two Media and the Justice System 

topics need to deal with media access to any judicial proceedings and a case in 

which the judge closed the courtroom to all reporters because opening the 

courtroom would not guarantee a fair trial. Is there anyway you could help me 

with this or point me in the right direction of where to look? I'm sorry I keep 

asking for your help, and I really really appreciate it...I am so lost! 

 



Student example: 

 

 

http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/Homepage_EN 

http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/Homepage_EN


Student example: 

 

 



Student example: 

 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary-archives/archives-

electronic/parliamentary-papers/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary-archives/archives-electronic/parliamentary-papers/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary-archives/archives-electronic/parliamentary-papers/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary-archives/archives-electronic/parliamentary-papers/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/parliamentary-archives/archives-electronic/parliamentary-papers/
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Student example: 

 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/committees/select-committee-

publications/ 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/committees/select-committee-publications/
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Student example: 

 

 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk 

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/


Student example: 

 

 

http://www.commonwealthofnations.org/ 

http://www.commonwealthofnations.org/


Student example: 

 

 



Student example: 

 

 

Luther R. CAMPBELL aka Luke Skyywalker, et al.,  

Petitioners, v. ACUFF-ROSE MUSIC, INC. No. 92-1292.  

Argued Nov. 9, 1993.Decided March 7, 1994. 

 

http://supreme.justia.com/us/510/569/case.html 

 

I will locate articles about this case and email these to you along with a comparable 

international case. 

 

https://sn2prd0202.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=UO5d0t3IZ02Fnj6krjjR5m61uxDBrM8ITbF9bAvPMusbSW0fnOO0Ie46acSpIg3JxR8kGB85X6Y.&URL=http://supreme.justia.com/us/510/569/case.html


Student example: 

 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/ 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/


Questions? 

 

Howard S. Carrier, LL.M., M.S.L.S., 

Reference Librarian & Assistant Professor, 

Odum Library, Valdosta State University, 

Valdosta, GA 31698 

 

Tel: 229-245-3744 

Email: hscarrier@valdosta.edu 

 

 

 



Session Evaluation 

 

http://tinyurl.com/grs-eval21 

 

Please fill out our survey and let us know what you 

think! 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/NCLAGRSTHEBASICS


Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars 
• January 16: Information for International Development: Poverty 

Reduction, International Organizations, and Civil Society by Jim 

Church 

• February Date TBD: Webinar on the Homeland Security Digital 

Library by Greta Marlatt 

 

• Coming up! History of the Census, Maps, Law, and more! 

 

 

• Brought to you by the North Carolina Library Association’s 

Government Resources Section. Join us! 

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources   

http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources

