
Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars 

 March 18: National Institute on Money in State Politics 

 April 29: [Almost] Everything you wanted to know about 

Canadian Government Information but were afraid to ask 

(with Amanda Wakaruk) 

 May TBD: Financial Literacy with Government Resources 

(with Rebecca Hyde and Lucia Orlando) 
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Accessing Federal Electronic 

Records at the National Archives 

Help! I’m an Accidental Government  

Information Librarian Webinars 

February 25, 2015 



NARA website: www.archives.gov 

 10 billion pages of textual (paper) records 

 25 million still photographs and graphics 

 12 million maps, charts, architectural & engineering drawings 

 500,000 reels of motion picture film 

 500,000 video and sound recordings 

 Over 133 terabytes of electronic records files 
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Formats & File Types in NARA’s Federal  

Electronic Records Holdings 

ASCII 

zoned decimal data 

word processing 

PDF WAV HTML EBCDIC 
Microsoft Outlook 

TXT Microsoft Powerpoint 

EBCBIN JPEG 

XML 

packed decimal data 

binary GIF 
ESRI Shape Files 

variable-length records 
column binary/multi-punch 

field-delimited records 

National Information Processing System (NIPS) 

fixed-length records 

Microsoft Excel 

email 

data 

web pages 

tif 

Microsoft Word 



Example of structured, raw data 
Need technical documentation (layout and code lists) to interpret 

Airline Service Quality Performance Files  (NAID 635729)  



NARA’s Electronic Records Holdings 
 1 files searchable via AAD, 2 files downloadable from Catalog 

AGRICULTURAL  Plant Variety Protection Case Files, 1970-1979 2 

ATTITUDINAL  Federal Employee Attitude Surveys , 1979-20082 

DEMOGRAPHIC  Data from the Decennial Census, 1940-2000  

ECONOMIC and FINANCIAL  SEC Ownership Reporting (Insider Trading) data, 1978-2001 1, 2  

EDUCATION  Equality of Education Opportunity Survey, 1966 2 

ENVIRONMENTAL  Oregon and Washington Wilderness Areas Electronic Data Map 

Files, 2001-2009 

HEALTH and SOCIAL SERVICES  Community Action Program Grants, 1964-1981 1, 2  

INTERNATIONAL  World Wide Public Opinion Polls Files, 1952-1999 

JUSTICE Electronic Dockets for Closed Appellate Cases, 1996-2006 

MILITARY  Combat Air Activities Files, 1965-1970 1  

SCIENTIFIC and 

TECHNOLOGICAL  

Space Shuttle Challenger accident investigative records, 1986 2 

TRANSPORTATION Airline Financial, Traffic, and Capacity Files, 1957-2005 



Record Hierarchy at NARA 

Item: individual record 

File Unit: subgroup of records or electronic file(s) in a series 

Series: set of records related by creation, receipt, or use 

Record Group: major creating organization 



Access to Archival Databases (AAD) 
www.archives.gov/aad 



Electronic 

files from  

the Central 

Foreign Policy 

Files 



Series 

Description 



1973 

Electronic 

Telegrams 

Metadata 





Telegrams 

regarding 

Secretary 

Kissinger’s 

visit 



Press 

coverage of 

Secretary 

Kissinger’s 

visit to Egypt 

 
(1973CAIRO04005,  

14 December 1973) 



Access to Archival Databases (AAD) 
www.archives.gov/aad 



Series 

with 

casualty 

records 



DCAS 

Fielded 

Search 



DCAS 

Partial 

Records 



DCAS Full Record 



Series with 

government 

spending records 



FAADS 

search 

across a 

series 



National Archives Catalog 
www.archives.gov/research/catalog/ 



FAADS Search Results 



FAADS Online Results 



FAADS File Unit Description 



View/Download Technical Specifications Summary: 

Metadata for Downloaded Files 



View/Download 

Documentation 

for FAADS 

FY1982 



Download 

Compressed 

FAADS  

FY 1982  

1st Quarter 



Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) Data 



Description 

Sections:  
 

• Details 

 

• Scope & 

Content 

 

• Variant 

Control 

Numbers 

 

• Archived 

Copies = 

contact info! 



HMDA Data File Unit Descriptions 



HMDA: Loan Application Register Data 



American 

Soldier in 

WWII 

Surveys 



FMCS Director Speeches 



Useful Links 

 Electronic Records Division 
 www.archives.gov/research/electronic-records/ 

 

 Access to Archival Databases (AAD) 
 www.archives.gov/aad 

 

 National Archives Catalog 
 www.archives.gov/research/catalog/ 

 

 FAQs on accessing electronic records via the catalog 
 www.archives.gov/research/electronic-records/access-in-catalog-

faqs.html 
 

 Ordering electronic records 
 www.archives.gov/research/order/electronic-records.html 

 



Contact: 

Electronic Records Reference Branch (RDER) 

National Archives at College Park, MD 

cer@nara.gov 

301-837-0470 

 

 

Questions?   

www.archives.gov/research/electronic-records/ 
 


