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Introduction

Our motivation for this presentation:

We were asked by RTSS leaders to do an update to the 
presentation on BIBFRAME and  linked data we gave at 

NCLA 2015

We offered that 2015 presentation because we had 
questions and we wanted answers and we want to stay 

informed



BIBFRAME and linked data

What is BIBFRAME?

ÅWhat about MARC?

What is linked data?

What are the current challenges?



What is BIBFRAME?

BIBFRAME is the bibliographic framework initiative 
headed by Library of Congress and Zepheira (a data 
management company) as an eventual replacement 
for MARC.

BIBFRAME is created with the idea of allowing data 
to break free from the Ĕdocument-likeĕ environment 
of the MARC record and onto the web.

BIBFRAME is built on web standards in order to 
connect library data with the data available on the 
web.



What about MARC?

The MARC format severely limits what we can do with 
integrating bibliographic data into the web. 

Å Not used outside of libraries

Å Inability to express relationships between resources 
and entities

Å Higher possible error rate for MARC data stored as 
static text within a catalog Ĕsiloĕ  



MARC 



BIBFRAME

loc.gov

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79021164

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79021164


BIBFRAME Editor (2015)



BIBFRAME Editor (2016)

http://bibframe.org/tools/editor/


BIBFRAME Editor (2016)



What is linked data?

Linked data is the framework behind the semantic web.

Semantic web recognizes relationships between data.

ÅSemantic framework:  Subject -- Predicate -- Object

ÅExample:  Mark Twain -- Creator of -- Tom Sawyer

These relationships are known as Ĕtriples.ĕ



What is linked data?

The web can recognize these relationships between data 
based on the foundation of the web specific standards 
XML and RDF (Resource Description Framework)

RDF labels data and allows machines to recognize 
relationships between data

Mark Twain wrote Tom Sawyer
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79021164
http://purl.org/dc/terms/creator
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79132704

http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79021164
http://purl.org/dc/terms/creator
http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79132704


The promise of linked data...

https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=molly%20brown


The future today

https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=molly%20brown


...available today.

https://catalog.denverlibrary.org/search/title.aspx?cn=32231

