
Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars  

ÅOctober 7: Friends, Enemies, and Interests: 
Foreign Affairs Research with Government 
Information with Melanie Maksin 
ÅNovember 11: UN Data with Lisa DeLuca 
ÅDecember: Inside the Serial Set with Carmen 

Orth-Alfie 
 

Å.ǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Government Resources Section. Join us! 
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources  

ÅMore videos at http:// tinyurl.com/helponyoutube  
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άIŜƭǇ! I'm an Accidental Government Information [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴέ 

Where are those containers going?  
An Introduction to U.S. and Global Trade Data 

Wednesday, September 16, 12pm-1pm EST 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/glynlowe/16102607689/   (CC) 
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Agenda 

0.   Preview 

1. Warm-up quiz on trade patterns 

2. Introduction to trade data for goods 

3. Commodity codes 

4. Free databases from the U.S. & U.N. 

5. Short discussion of subscription databases 

 

 

(Slides will be available online soon.) 

 

Exploring the 
quiz questions 



Preview: 

ÅWho imports Cuban cigars? 











Guides for future reference 
From libraries 
Åhttp://uncg.libguides.com/trade  

Åhttp://guides.library.georgetown.edu/International_Trade  

Åhttp://libguides.princeton.edu/trade 

 

From .GOVs 
Åhttp:// www.trade.gov/mas/ian/referenceinfo/tg_ian_001872.asp  -- ά¢ǊŀŘŜ 5ŀǘŀ .ŀǎƛŎǎέ 

Åhttp://www.census.gov/foreign-trade/ 

Åhttps:// www.census.gov/foreign-trade/guide/index.html 

Åhttp://www.export.gov/tradedata/index.asp 

Åhttp:// www.bea.gov/international/index.htm (trade in services & intellectual property) 

 

A data ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΥ 

ÅThe Reference Guide To Data Sources (see ch. 16: Economics: Trade & Tariffs) by Julia 
Bauder (ALA editions, 2014) 
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First, a quiz!  

1. What product category leads California exports? 

2. Which state exports the most transportation 
equipment? 

3. What is the most imported type of product from 
Canada to the U.S.? 

4. What ƛǎ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ export to China? 

5. What country exports the most raw, natural cork? 



2. Introduction to trade data for goods 

ÅUS Code Title 13 Ch.9: άǘƻ foster, promote, develop, 
and further the commerce, domestic and foreign, of the 
United States and for other lawful purposesΦέ 

ÅU.S. Census collects 

ÅExport value must be more than $2,500 per 
commodity shipped to be recorded (low-value 
exports get estimated) 

 
http://www.trade.gov/mas/ian/referenceinfo/tg_ian_001872.asp 
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How is U.S. trade data collected? 

Electronic Export Information (EEI) is filed with the Census via: 
ÅOld tool: {ƘƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ÅNewer tool: Automated Export System (AES): web-

based and software: https://aesdirect.census.gov/ 
Åhttps://aesdirect.census.gov/download/userguide/AESD

irect_Sample_Shipment_05-28-2014.pdf (a sample) 
 

Imports:  
Åά/ƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ primarily from automated data submitted 

through the U.S. Customs' Automated Commercial 
SystemΦέ 
Åhttp:// www.census.gov/foreign-trade/guide/sec2.html#source  
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Data collected: 

ÅCommodity classification (HS code) 

ÅQuantity (measurement units vary by type of 
product) 

ÅValue (FIS incoterm (Free Alongside Ship)) 

ÅShipping weight 

ÅMethod of transportation (air or vessel) 

ÅState of origin (movement) 

ÅCustoms district 

ÅCustoms port 

ÅCountry of destination 



Reminder: This trade data is country 
data, not company data 

ÅTrade data reflects trade flow between places, not 
between exporting and importing companies.  

ÅThere are vendors that sell data regarding the exports 
or imports of companies (ex. PIERS & Datamyne) 

ÅSuch data usually only covers ports (container shipping) 
ÅFor competitive intelligence, can be problematic since 

companies often trade through third-party intermediaries like 
freight-forwarders or export management companies 

Å¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǎǳǎΩ Exporter Database and Importer Database 
only available to qualified researchers with approved 
projects via Census Research Data Centers 
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Global v. Bilateral data 

ÅGlobal: country to world 

ÅBilateral: country to country 






