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Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars  

ÅSeptember 16: Trade Data with Steve Cramer 
ÅOctober 4: Foreign Affairs Research with 

Melanie Maksin 
ÅNovember 11: UN Data with Lisa DeLuca 
ÅDecember: Inside the Serial Set with Carmen 

Orth-Alfie 
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Government Resources Section. Join us! 
http://www.nclaonline.org/government-resources   
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Agenda 
Three domains of help 

Evaluation 
Persistence 
Downloading 



Evaluation 



From the IASSIST Quick Guide to Data Citation http://iassistdata.org/sites/default/files/quick_guide_to_data_citation_high-res_printer-ready.pdf 



Factors to consider when evaluating statistics or data 

Source 
ÅWho collected it? 
ÅWas it an individual or organization or 

agency?  
ÅIf the data are repackaged, is there proper 

documentation to lead you to the primary 
source? Would it be useful to get more 
information from the primary source? 

 
Authority 
ÅHow widely known or cited is the 

producer? Who else uses these data? 
ÅIs the measure or producer contested? 
ÅWhat are the credentials of the data 

producer? 
 
Currency 
ÅWhen were the data collected? Are these 

the newest figures?  
 

Objectivity & Purpose 
ÅWho sponsored the production of these 

data? 
ÅWhat was the purpose of the 

collection/study? 
ÅWho was the intended audience for or 

users of the data? 
 
Collection Methods & Completeness 
ÅHow are the data collected? Count, 

measurement or estimation? 
ÅIf a survey, what was the response rate? 

What populations included? Excluded? 
 
Consistency / Verification 
ÅDo other sources provide similar 

numbers? 
ÅCan the numbers be verified? 

http:// gouldguides.carleton.edu/c.php?g=146834&p=964943 







ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎΧ 

Codebook 
Variables or variable list 
Information or i 
User guide 
File manifest 
Record layouts 
Reference files 
Metadata 

Detailed data documentation 

















Evaluation 
Using the documentation to find 
basic description 
information judge quality 
and fit of the data to an information need 






