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Upcoming Accidental Librarian Webinars

ÅApril 25: State Government Documents & 
Copyright
ÅMay: data.gov and APIs
ÅJune: Congressional procedure
ÅAugust: Congressional research
ÅSeptember: National Science Foundation
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Overview

ÅWhat are apps and mobile 
websites?

ÅWhy are they important for 
government information 
purposes?

ÅWhat types of government 
apps are available?

ÅWhere can you find more 
government apps?

"iphone 4 apps" (CC BY 2.0) by Sean MacEntee

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smemon/5057772285/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/smemon/


What are apps?

ÅApps

ÅAccessed through icons on screen

ÅDownloaded onto specific device from app stores

ÅCan often be used offline

ÅUse device features such as camera, GPS, contacts, etc. 

ÅMobile Sites

ÅAccessed by going to a specific URL

ÅNeed to be online

ÅCan be used on multiple types of devices (Android, Apple, 
Windows, etc.)



Factors to Consider When 
Choosing Apps

ÅAvailability

ÅCost

ÅQuality

ÅSecurity



Why are they important?

{ƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΧ

ÅApproximately 1.5 million  apps in Apple app store and 1.6 
million apps in the Google Play (Android) app store

Å64% of Americans own a smartphone (Pew, 2015)

Å19% of smartphone owners say they do not have any other 
form of high-speed internet access at home beyond their 
ǇƘƻƴŜΩǎ Řŀǘŀ plan or they have limited number of options for 
going online other than their cell phone (Pew, 2015)

²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΧ

Å40% of smartphone owners have used their phones to look up 
government services or information (Pew, 2015)





Types of apps and mobile sites

ÅGovernment and legal documents

ÅGovernment services 

ÅGovernment websites

ÅConsumer tools 



Government and Legal 
Documents



U.S. Constitution: Analysis and 
Interpretation



Presidential Documents
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NV Appellate Courts



NCGA Mobile 



LACity Clerk Connect



Government Services



USPS Mobile


